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groups. As required by the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for FY 1998 (Public
Law 105–174), the Department of State sub-
mitted a report to the Congress on plans to
establish a program to support the democratic
opposition. My Administration, as required by
that statute, has also begun to implement a pro-
gram to compile information regarding allega-
tions of genocide, crimes against humanity, and
war crimes by Iraq’s current leaders as a step
towards bringing to justice those directly respon-
sible for such acts.

The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 provides ad-
ditional, discretionary authorities under which
my Administration can act to further the objec-
tives I outlined above. There are, of course,
other important elements of U.S. policy. These
include the maintenance of U.N. Security Coun-
cil support efforts to eliminate Iraq’s prohibited
weapons and missile programs and economic

sanctions that continue to deny the regime the
means to reconstitute those threats to inter-
national peace and security. United States sup-
port for the Iraqi opposition will be carried out
consistent with those policy objectives as well.
Similarly, U.S. support must be attuned to what
the opposition can effectively make use of as
it develops over time. With those observations,
I sign H.R. 4655 into law.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4655, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–338. H.R. 4328, the
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–277.

Statement on Signing the Women’s Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1722,
the ‘‘Women’s Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998,’’ which will significantly
advance women’s health by strengthening na-
tional efforts to improve research and screening
on diseases with particular impact on women,
including osteoporosis, breast and ovarian can-
cer, and cardiovascular diseases.

This bill will authorize several women’s health
and research screening activities at the National
Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease
Control for the next 5 years. It will expand
coordinated Federal research into heart disease,
strokes, and other cardiovascular diseases among
women. In addition, life-saving screening for
breast and cervical cancer will continue to be

made available to thousands of low-income
women.

I commend the sponsors of this bipartisan
legislation, including Senator Bill Frist and co-
sponsors Senators Barbara Boxer, Barbara Mi-
kulski, and Patty Murray, for their contributions
that will help protect women from these deadly
diseases and advance our scientific knowledge.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1722, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–340.

Statement on Signing the Women’s Progress Commemoration Act
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 2285,
the ‘‘Women’s Progress Commemoration Act.’’

This legislation establishes a 15-member Com-
mission, appointed by the President and the
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Congress to help commemorate, celebrate, and
preserve women’s history in America.

It is appropriate that we establish this Com-
mission on the 150th anniversary of the Seneca
Falls Convention, the first national congregation
on the conditions and rights of women in the
United States. It was there, at a time when
women were denied many of the rights of citi-
zenship, that 100 brave women and men pro-
claimed in their ‘‘Declaration of Sentiments’’
that ‘‘all men and women are created equal.’’

At Seneca Falls and throughout our history,
women have braved enormous challenges and
helped to build our Nation—from women patri-
ots hiding General Washington’s soldiers from
the British, to Sojourner Truth and others lead-
ing slaves out of bondage, to suffragists risking
imprisonment to secure for women the most
basic rights of democracy. The Women’s
Progress Commemoration Commission will seek
out the historical sites of such great moments
in our Nation’s history, and recommend the best

way to preserve them for generations to come.
The President’s Commission on the Celebration
of Women in American History, that I created
by executive order in June of this year looks
forward to working with the Commission created
by S. 2285.

As we approach a new century and a new
millennium, it is more important than ever that
we honor these monuments to our enduring
ideals. Therefore, it is with great pleasure that
I sign this legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: S. 2285, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–341. Executive Order
13090 of June 29 on the President’s Commission
on the Celebration of Women in American His-
tory was published in the Federal Register at 63
FR 36151.

Joint Statement of the President of the United States and the Prime
Minister of Israel
October 31, 1998

On October 31, 1998, President Clinton and
Prime Minister Netanyahu concluded a Memo-
randum of Agreement on the potential threat
to Israel posed by the proliferation of ballistic
missiles and weapons of mass destruction in the
region. This subject has been of great concern
to both governments for some time, and the
Memorandum of Agreement establishes a new
mechanism for enhancing their cooperation in
dealing with this potential threat. Pursuant to

the Memorandum of Agreement, a joint stra-
tegic planning committee will be established to
formulate recommendations on upgrading the
framework of U.S.-Israeli strategic and military
relationships, as well as technological coopera-
tion.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Interview With Shlomo Raz and Jacob Eilon of Israeli Television
Channel 2
October 31, 1998

Q. President Clinton, first of all, thank you
very much for sitting down with us.

The President. Delighted to do it. Thank you.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s Legacy

Q. You know, it’s exactly 3 years since the
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.
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